University of Texas at El Paso

ScholarWorks@UTEP
The Prospector

Special Collections Department

8-24-2021

The Prospector, August 24, 2021
UTEP Student Publications

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utep.edu/prospector
Part of the Journalism Studies Commons, and the Mass Communication Commons

Comments:
This file is rather large, with many images, so it may take a few minutes to download. Please be
patient.

Page 5 · EVENTS

Page 6 · MINERPALOOZ A

Page 2 · NEW EIC

Late Night at the Rec. Plus,
Latin favorites to perform at
Don Haskins

Minerpalooza returns to UTEP’s
campus this Friday, Aug. 27

Meet the new Editor-in-Chief Julian Herrera, who aims to
cultivate community engagement

VOL. 107, NO. 1
AUGUST 24, 2021

Assayer of Student Opinion

theprospectordaily.com

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

Miners start season on the road
BY DANIEL LOPEZ
The Prospector

The Miners begin their season Aug 28 on the road against
the New Mexico State Aggies
(NMSU), while also opening fall
camp July 30. UTEP is coming off
a 3-5 record, but lost most of their
conference game, going 0-4. In
2019, the Miners lost nearly every
game that was on their schedule
and did not qualify for a bowl
game.
Besides the Aggies being one of
the UTEP Miners’ first big games
of the season, its next opponent
after Bethune Cookman University,
which is notable, is Boise State
University. The Miners are away for
this game, and will face a familiar
foe from the days of the Western
Athletic Conference. The Broncos
are coming off a 5-2 season and
going into the fall, the team will
decide between two quarterbacks
junior Hank Bachmeier and senior
Jack Sears.
UTEP begins conference play
Oct. 2 against Old Dominion
University.
The Miners have two new head
coaches after both previous
coaches Mike Canales and Mike
Cox were fired at the end of last
season. Offensive coordinator Dave
Warner and defensive coordinator
Bradley Dave Peveto took over for

BY JULIA LUCERO
The Prospector

Jostein Clarke avoids a blocker during practice on Aug. 16 .

the previous coaches.
With the Miners on offense now
being now coached under Warner
from Michigan State University,
the Miners should improve even
more this season. The offensive
improvements last year were
propelled by redshirt sophomore
quarterback Gavin Hardison.
UTEP’s offense last season

ALBERTO SILVA FERNANDEZ/THE PROSPECTOR

averaged 348.1 yards per game and
5.17 yards per play, however, they
ranked 101 just in front of the
University of Tennessee Volunteers.
“We need to score a lot more
points in the third quarter, we did
not score a whole lot of points in
the third quarter,” Hardison said
in a statement after practice July
30. “So, I think that’s a big thing

we need to improve on for sure.”
Beside Hardison’s contributions,
sophomore wide receiver Jacob
Cowering looks to vastly improve
the offense, with his speed
expanding the vertical passing game
and making the offense through
the air even more consistent this
season.
Cowering led the team in
see FOOTBALL on page 4

UTEP will not institute mask mandate
BY JULIA LUCERO
The Prospector

El Paso Public Health Authority
Dr. Hector Ocaranza has
established a mask mandate for all
indoor gatherings and activities
effective Aug. 18. The University
of Texas at El Paso will not be
following the city order.
“It is my intent to have a local
health authority order to have a
mask mandate throughout the city
and the county and all indoor es-

Miners return
to campus
amid pandemic

tablishments to include the schools
to include any building, for people
when they go indoors to be wearing
their masks at all times,” Ocaranza
said.
UTEP will not be following El
Paso’s order of mask mandates,
instead they will follow an
executive order from Texas Gov.
Greg Abbott that does not allow
masks to be mandated.
“At this time, masks and
see MASKS on page 4
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UTEP leaders will not follow El Paso’s mask mandate, but encourages
the use of masks indoors on campus.

As courses return to in-person
learning this year, concerns
about COVID-19 still remain
amongst UTEP students and
faculty.
UTEP President Heather
Wilson held a virtual town hall
Aug. 11 to discuss transitioning
back to face-to-face courses and
to address questions the UTEP
communtiy had.
Wilson stated that El Paso
COVID-19 cases and hospitalization rates are not as high in
numbers as other Texas cities.
UTEP will not mandate masks
despite El Paso City/County
health order that requires masks
when indoors, which was passed
Monday by the El Paso City
Council and went into effect
Wednesday, Aug. 18. However,
according to Wilson, UTEP
will encourage students to wear
masks and become vaccinated.
About 90% of UTEP faculty has been fully vaccinated
against COVID-19 and 63% of
students registered for fall have
been fully vaccinated, Wilson
said.
Students and faculty who
are immunocompromised are
limited to what they can do to
protect themselves on campus.
Professors are able to provide
seating arrangements and use
specific wording in their syllabus
to encourage masks, but cannot
enforce them in the classroom,
Vice President for Academic
Affairs and Provost John Wiebe
said.
Faculty who are
immunocompromised and
need accommodation are
asked to seek help at the Equal
Opportunity Office and
students should contact the
Center for Accommodation
see RETURN on page 4

TAKE CARE OF YOUR WATER.
KEEP IT CLEAN.
Properly dispose of hazardous wastes, pesticides, and fertilizers.
Call UTEP EH&S to schedule waste pickups.
Deseche correctamente los residuos peligrosos, pesticidas, y fertilizantes.
Llama al departamento EH&S en UTEP y agenda fecha para recoger los desperdicios.
HERTZOG BUILDING, ROOM 170
(915) 747 - 7124 • EH&S@UTEP.EDU
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Opinion

Julian Herrera, editor-in-chief

New Editor-in-Chief Julian Herrera aims to cultivate
community discourse and increased engagement
BY JULIAN HERRERA
The Prospector

I hail from a family of educators
and individuals dedicated to the
protection and advancement of
the underrepresented and disadvantaged. As such, my perspectives
about the world and my desire to
facilitate culturally rich and scholarly relationships and environments
are predicated on my family’s ideals
of inclusion, integrity, and involvement.
The significance of an education
that not only teaches but inspires
individuals to approach every topic
critically and analyze objectively
while contextualizing information in their own lived experiences
cannot be understated. Such an
education is afforded here at The
University of Texas at El Paso,
and thus, having The Prospector
comprised of the same individuals
receiving that education grants an
insight and approach to stories that
maintain the integrity of objective,
fact-based news while integrating the voices of historically
underrepresented individuals.

ALBERTO SILVA FERNANDEZ/THE PROSPECTOR

Julian Herrera will serve as The Prospector’s editor-in-chief this fall.

My first job as a communications
assistant at University
Communications here at UTEP
demonstrated on a grand scale the

impact members of my community
had locally and at a national level,
representing the influence of UTEP
nurturing both the intellect and

culture of its students concurrently.
In my time with The Prospector, I
have served both as a staff reporter
and copy editor, presenting me with
the opportunity to engage with my
community on a more endearing
and personal level. Now, as editorin-chief, I will work to provide
others with the same opportunities.
I want to encourage civil discourse
not only amongst my colleagues
at the paper but promote it across
campus and in the community
at-large. The liberties we retain
as a student publication enable
us to lend our insight to not only
wide-scale issues but also a variety
of subjects that may otherwise be
considered too personal or centralized in the borderland.
Additionally, I do not want anyone to fear confronting or engaging
with subjects that are difficult due
to their controversial nature or
overall complexity. These topics
must be approached purely in an
academic sense with evidence and
corroboration by professionals and
experts, but I believe by promoting
the discussion of these issues, it is

possible to normalize healthy social
deliberation and actively create
change.
First and foremost, however, we
are a student newspaper driven by
the inquiries and interests of the
student body. News, sports, and
entertainment will be concisely
delivered information relevant
to Miners and alumni, but broad
enough to allow for unique topics
pertaining to the community and
significant events at a national level.
I also hope to expand the reach
of our content with a revitalized
emphasis on multimedia productions coordinated by Anahy Diaz,
our experienced and multi-faceted
previous editor-in-chief.

I would like to express my sincere
appreciation for my fellow students
at The Prospector that have instilled
their trust in me to provide a safe
and enriching experience, and for the
staff that have given me the opportunity to cultivate the necessary skills
to succeed at a professional level in
the future.
I look forward to my time as EIC
with great pride, dedication, and joy.
Julian Herrera may be reached at prospector@
utep.edu; @jay_at_utep on Instagram.

The Prospector Podcast returns this fall, here to stay
BY ANAHY DIAZ
The Prospector

As I, along with thousands of
students across the country, prepare
to go back to in-person classes
following a year of online learning
due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
I can’t help but reflect on the
quarantine activities that kept
me sane for a year. From multiple
painting nights to walks with my
dog, the activities varied each
week, alongside the podcasts that
narrated a lonely year. According
to Forbes, in February 2021, there
were 1,750,000 podcasts with
over 43 million episodes available,
up from 18.5 million in 2018.
Whether it was to stay informed,
get motivated or simply have fun,
this past year proved that for some
people podcasts are more than just
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Anahy Diaz serves as the new
multimedia editor for the paper.

a host talking to a microphone, it’s
an intimate audio experience in a
moment of solitude.
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As multimedia editor for The
Prospector, I invite you to build on
this experience by listening to The
Prospector Podcast, a biweekly,
student-run podcast recapping the
top stories surrounding UTEP and
the El Paso community. Although
our podcast has taken on various
styles and segments since its debut
in 2014, in the past year and a half
it has remained consistent with its
goal to uplift voices and keep the
community informed. How do we
achieve this? By taking listeners to
the scene.
In its third and fourth season,
The Prospector Podcast brought
listeners to the forefront by creating
audio stories surrounding events
like the Black Lives Matter protests,
Jill Biden’s, Ph.D., visit to El Paso
and unique traditions found at the
borderland. These stories include

the voice of journalists and experts,
but our aim is to give you more
than the journalistic insights which
already emerge in the stories and
photos The Prospector produces.
We want you to listen to the voice
of those seeking a space to be heard.
Through our news, entertainment
and sports segments, we want to
continue expanding on our commitment to be a valuable resource
for our listeners. This new season of
The Prospector Podcast will invite
new informative and fun discussions with students and experts in
the border region. We want listeners to hear the thought and passion
behind the work, context, competing viewpoints, and decisions
affecting our day-to-day lives.
If you’re looking to learn more
about the unique and pressing
stories at UTEP and El Paso,

I invite you to check out The
Prospector Podcast, subscribe, rate
and review it.
You can find it at
theprospectordaily.com and on
main podcast platforms including
Spotify, iTunes, and others.
As a journalist, I look forward to
the future of podcasts, as I am sure
we have only scratched the surface
of it’s full potential. As a student
returning to school after a year
ruled by change and differences
in opinion, it feels good to know
podcasts are making us better
listeners.
As we transition back to the
sound of traffic and creaking chairs,
I hope you’ll find yourself playing
The Prospector Podcast whenever
you find a silent moment.
Anahy Diaz may be reached at prospector@
utep.edu; @by_anahydiaz on Twitter.
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Study abroad students to travel again
Countries open up
for students after a
year of uncertainty
BY JULIA LUCERO
The Prospector

UTEP study abroad students
return to traveling after a year and
half of programs and countries
being shut down.
“I was happy to see at least at
UTEP, the International Oversight
Committee (IOC) was taking the
role very seriously on recognizing
when they could give clearance
to a student on a case by case
as opposed to wholesale,” said
Executive Director of the Office of
International Programs and Study
Abroad Dania Brandford Calvo.
Between five and seven students
have received confirmation for
study abroad this year. Pre-pandemic, the Study Abroad Office
would have sent approximately 525
students abroad.
Students traveling this year are
going to South Korea, Spain and
Italy and leaving between August
and September.
“That could change anytime,
even though they have permission
right now that permission could
be rescinded, if the conditions
of COVID-19 at those locations
change,” Brandford-Calvo said.
Each program requires students
to quarantine upon entering the
country they are studying in.
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This year, between five and seven students have received confirmation for study abroad this year. Prepandemic, the Study Abroad Office would have sent approximately 525 students abroad.
Brandford-Calvo recommends
students traveling abroad stay
informed and connected.
“This is a time for informing and
educating oneself, having an exit
plan, and being prepared to move
from location to another location,”
she said.
Senior Kimberly Anaya will
be traveling to Spain this fall
semester on Sept. 8. Anaya was
initially hesitant, but later realized
that study abroad was a special
experience.
Anaya said the learning
opportunity is one-of-a-kind and
she is looking forward to learning

how her degree in psychology is
needed in other countries.
In addition to approval from
the International Oversight
Committee, Anaya’s study abroad
program requires signed waivers,
consenting those students are aware
they are traveling during an active
pandemic.
Anaya recommends those
interested in joining the program
learn more about it and go for it.
“It’s taking that big step of, if
you really want to do it just do it.
Don’t hesitate. I would advise just
take that step to apply and go from
there,” Anaya said. “It’s something

scary but it’s something new and I
feel like we shouldn’t be afraid of
change.”
Due to the pandemic, study
abroad programs were shut down.
UTEP students that left for travel
in February 2020, returned in
March to complete their study
abroad programs remotely.
The College of Engineering and
Business introduced virtual study
abroad programs. The UTEP Study
Abroad Office facilitated about 20
students in the virtual programs
during quarantine.
The Study Abroad office
continued to inform students about

changes on a daily basis.
UTEP Study Abroad office
facilitates information about
study abroad programs, provides
guidance in completing
applications, informs students on
safety and risk, discusses financial
options, and grants UTEP students
a study abroad scholarship.
Any student studying abroad
must first receive clearance and
permission from the UTEP IOC.
The committee looks at students’
applications on why it is essential to
join a study abroad program. This
committee is looking at location
and safety prior to students
traveling, Brandford-Calvo said.
“We continued to have
information sessions, individual
sessions and group sessions,”
Brandford-Calvo said. “We
continued to meet with them and
inform them about the process of
studying abroad because the fact
that they could not go abroad for a
whole year did not mean that they
were not going to go abroad as soon
as the borders open or programs
open.”
Though the Study Abroad office
has a handful of students going
away this year, Brandford-Calvo
foresees reaching hundreds of
students in the program again in
the next two to three years.
Students interested in joining
the study abroad program can
contact the Study Abroad Office at
(915) 747-5664 or email them at
studyabroad@utep.edu.
Julia Lucero may be reached at prospector@utep.edu

UTEP alumnus wins prestigious $50K international poetry award
BY VICTORIA RIVAS
The Prospector

UTEP alumnus David Cruz won
a prestigious international poetry
award for his fourth poetry book
“Lazarus,” which took him nearly 5
years to complete.
Cruz, 38, is a well-known Costa
Rican poet who recently graduated
from UTEP with a master’s degree
in creative writing.
La Secretaría de Cultura coahuilense announced Cruz as the
winner of the category of unpublished work of the Manuel Acuña
International Prize for Poetry in
the Spanish Language. He was also
awarded $50,000 as part of the
prize and recognition.
“We want to congratulate the
winning poet and his poetry. We
are happy to have this award in
our entity, since promoting this
literary genre has been a constant
of our Coahuila government,” La
Secretaría de Cultura said.
After the jury analyzed 30 final
project entries from nearly 600 participants, Cruz was unanimously
voted as the winner.
“Beyond the money, the most
important thing is the prestige
of the award, the diffusion that
my work is going to have, and
recognizing the highly qualified
jury, who presented me with this

This is the way I can
express myself and
play with the
language as I wish.
David Cruz Lopez, poet
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UTEP alumnus David Cruz won international poetry award for his fourth poetry book “Lazarus.” .

award. So, it has been a big honor,”
Cruz said.
Cruz has previously published
three other poetry books that
have also received awards and are
well-known across Latin American
literature.
At age 21, Cruz was the winner
of the Premio Joven Creación
in 2004 for his poetry book

“Natacíon Nocturna.” In 2012, he
was awarded the Luis Cardoza y
Aragón Mesoamerican Poetry Prize
for his poetry book “Transtlántico,”
and he was a finalist of Montreal
International Prize in 2020.
“More than defying obstacles, I
feel like literature has been very
generous towards me,” Cruz said.
Cruz always had an interest in

writing and literature, and he began
writing his own poetry at 12-yearsold. “This is the way that I can
express myself and play with the
language as I wish,” Cruz said.
“Lazurus” is “Lazaro” in Latin.
The book consists of the past and
present duality, and it touches upon
feminine and masculine energies.
“The first part of the book about

the past is an homage to a series
of important poets along history.
Some poems are about poets who
were followed during World War
II because of politics and racial
problems,” Cruz said. “The second
part of the book is about the
present, and it’s like an internal
exploration and meditation.”
Cruz finished writing his book
five years ago and is now working
on other projects which he hopes
to finish soon. He now plans on
starting his Ph.D. in Hispanic
studies in Seattle, WA.
Cruz explained that he was surprised by the borderland’s culture
and its uniqueness. He said the
borderland has impacted his writing and will continue to do so.
“I feel like a guest, who wants to
stay,” Cruz said.
Victoria Rivas may be reached at prospector@
utep.edu; @VicRivas_18 on Twitter
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FOOTBALL from page 1

receptions with 41 and 691 yards,
placing him on the ConferenceUSA’s 2021 preseason watch list.
The Miner‘s offensive line was also
responsible for the improvements
that were built upon from last
season that includes their rushing
attack. The Miners junior left
guard Bobby Deharo, was a
contributing factor in the offensive
improvements and was named
onto the 2021 Conference-USA
preseason watch list. Deharo
started all eight games for the
Miners at left guard and paved
the way for a rushing offense,
averaging 138.9 yards per game
and helped the offensive line score
MASK from page 1

vaccination are not required for
UTEP students and employees.
As a Texas public university, we
are a state agency subject to state
regulations and UT System rules,”
UTEP President Heather Wilson
said in a statement emailed campus
wide.
The City of El Paso will take
legal action against Abbott against
the notion of GA-38 and or
any subsequent executive order
that limits the authority of local
officials to effectively handle health
emergencies, said District 1 El Paso
City Council Representative Peter
Svarsbein.
Individuals who defy the mask
mandate will be fined up to $500,
Ocaranza said.
El Paso Independent School
District and Socorro Independent

16 touchdowns and surpass 1,000
yards last season.
Defensively, the Miners brought
in Peveto from Texas A&M
University, due to parting ways of
former defensive coordinator Mike
Cox. The unit ranked 46 overall
last year. The unit has a chance to
improve with some key players
returning to UTEP and with a new
scheme under Peveto.
“We have new faces that are
trying to learn schematically. We
are trying to get the timing down,”
UTEP Head Football Coach Dana
Dimel said in remarks at a July 30
press conference.
One of the key players returning is
junior starting defensive end Praise

Amaewhule. Amaewhule made a
signficant impact for the Miners
last season. Amaewhule had a nose
for the ball and was always in the
backfield. Last year, he was named
All-Conference USA second team,
had 19 tackles, four quarterback
hurries, a forced fumble, and a
fumble recovery.
The Miners cornerback play is
another factor to watch on this
defense, as they do tend to make
plays to impact the ball game. One
of their key players returning this
year is sixth year senior starting
cornerback Dy’Vyonne Inyang.
Inyang played a key role last year
in the Miners defense. He started
all eight games on defense, had

32 tackles, two tackles for losses,
a pass breakup and two forced
fumbles. He was also named to the
Conference USA preseason watch
list.
Regarding the Miners health, Athletic Director Jim Senter wanted
everyone in athletics to be vaccinated at 100%.
“It’s a very personal choice,“ Senter
said during a sports media day press
conference Aug. 5, while stressing
education for their student-athletes
on the benefit of the vaccine. “I
prefer to see 100% vaccination.
That’s my goal, but I don‘t think
we‘ll get there. I don‘t think our
country will get there.”
Regarding COVID-19

restrictions per UTEP athletics’
department, there are none as of
currently for fans, but C-USA is
finalizing guidelines for coaches
and players based on NCAA
recommendations and CDC
guidelines. The Miners begin their
season against NSMU 7 p.m. Aug
28. Single game tickets for the
public and students can be found at
utepminers.com.

School District (EPISD) met
Tuesday, Aug. 17 night to vote to
sue Texas Governor Greg Abbott
and instill a mask mandate for
schools.
“The Socorro ISD (SISD) Board
of Trustees voted to comply
with the City of El Paso Health
Authority order mandating masks
in indoor settings which goes into
effect Wednesday, Aug. 18,” an
announcement from SISD said.
EPISD board voted 6-1 on mask
requirements in all district facilities.
“Wearing a face covering is not
a substitute for the COVID-19
vaccination. Further, it is important
to continue maintaining 6-feet
social distancing and handwashing
as critical steps to slowing the
spread of the virus,” Ocaranza said.

RETURN from page 1

that we’re having, what impact
that’s going to have later on down
the road. I’m just hoping that the
people attending these events
continue to practice, by choice,
mask wearing or social distancing
and making sure that they continue
to follow the guidelines that have
been said,” Dominguez said.
UTEP junior Jacob Aguirre is
eager to get back into student life
on campus.
“Everything’s been closed off
ever since the pandemic for like
a year and a half and I think that
more students are going to be more
willing to go to more events or go
to Minerpalooza, just to actually
get out there and be able to have
college experiences like we’re
supposed to,” Aguirre said.
Aguirre is not worried if classes
were to move back to fully online.

“Since we’ve already been online
a lot of students are already used
to that and it shouldn’t be a
hard transition till cases lower or
otherwise,” Aguirre said.
To receive your free COVID-19
vaccine visit www.utep.edu/
resuming-campus-operations/
vaccine.

Julia Lucero may be reached at prospector@utep.edu

Support Services, Wiebe said.
Whether students who cannot
receive the vaccine can take a
specific or all courses online will be
left to the professors, Wiebe said.
“As a university, we need to make
reasonable accommodations to the
extent that that’s possible; it may
or may not be possible in a given
course,” Wiebe said.
Union Services Director Ofelia
Dominguez is excited to see UTEP
students return to campus, as she
experienced an empty building last
year.
“It’s good to have some of the
student life back in the building,”
Dominguez said.
Dominguez finds comfort in the
choice of being able to wear a mask
in an indoor setting.
“It’s still early to say the gatherings

Danny Lopez may be a reached at dalopez23@miners.
utep.edu.

To see the full
UTEP Miners
football schedule,

SEE PAGE 7

Julia Lucero may be reached at prospector@utep.edu
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Entertainment
Megadeth kicks off diverse concert series
Latin favorites
headline fall concert
series at UTEP Don
Haskins Center
BY JULIAN HERRERA
The Prospector

The Don Haskins Center, 151
Glory Road, welcomes a lively
slate of musical artists for its 2021
concert series. Tickets for each
of the concerts are available at
Ticketmaster, ticketmaster.com or
www.utep.edu/utep-ticket-center.
All tickets for shows purchased
prior to postponement will be
honored.
Metal Tour of the Year
Thrash and groove metal icons
Megadeth and Lamb of God join
forces on the co-headlined “Metal
Tour of the Year” at 6 p.m., Aug.
24 at the Don Haskins Center.
With Megadeth front man Dave
Mustaine recently recovered from
throat cancer and Lamb of God
coming off a critically successful
album in 2020, both artists are
prepared to bring their revitalized
shows to the stage. Tickets $22$350.

Kane Brown
Kane Brown brings his countrypop hybrid sound to the stage at 7
p.m., Sept. 11, on the “Worldwide
Beautiful Tour.” The winner of
multiple ACM and CMT awards,

PHOTO COURTESY OF MEGADEATH.COM

Thrash and groove metal icons Megadeth and Lamb of God join forces on the co-headlined “Metal Tour of the
Year” at 6 p.m., Aug. 24 at the Don Haskins Center. All concert posters (below) courtesy of the Don Haskins
Center at UTEP.
Brown is the first artist to have
simultaneous number ones on all
five main Billboard country charts.
Limited tickets remain from $63
- $347.

24. With over 18 million records
sold, Maluma is one of the bestselling Latin music artists and
has collaborated with the likes of
Shakira and The Weeknd. Tickets:
$80 - $401.
TobyMac
Christan hip-hop artist TobyMac
on his “Hits Deep 2020” tour will
perform 7 p.m., Oct. 11. The multiGrammy award winning artist has
found great success in spreading
his message over a 34-year-long
career and has sold more than 10
million albums. Tickets range from
$8 - $30.

Alejandro Fernández
Alejandro Fernández unites
fans of traditional Mexican folk
and pop music on his “Hecho En
México Tour 2021” at 8 p.m., Sept.
18. The son of Vincente Fernández,
Alejandro is one of the best-selling
Latino music artists and is known
for his success branching out into a
multitude of musical styles. Tickets
start at$13 and VIP packages run
$293.
Maluma
Latin pop singer-songwriter
Maluma continues his “Papi
Juancho Tour” at 8 p.m., Sept.

in 2003, the band has maintained
an extensive list of members that
contribute to their experimentation
and a myriad style that has garnered
international success. Tickets start
at $39 and limited platinum tickets
from $419 are available.
Alejandro Saenz
Alejandro Saenz’s “La Gira 2021”
hits the Don Haskins Center stage
at 8 p.m., Oct. 26. Three-time
Latin Grammy winner for Album
of the Year, Sanz diversified his
sound and branched into rock and
ballads in addition to his Latin
pop and flamenco to great success
worldwide. Tickets start at $20 and
VIP packages start at $229.
Iglesias and Martin
Kings of Latin pop Enrique
Iglesias and Ricky Martin unite
on stage at 7:30 p.m., Nov. 10.
Iglesias’s crossover bilingual appeal
and Martin’s influence bringing
Latin pop to the U.S. mainstream
has resulted in international
celebration and earned them both
the title of kings of the genre by the
public. Tickets from $23 and VIP
packages from $399.

Banda MS
The multi-faceted Banda MS
returns at 8 p.m., Oct. 23. Founded

with “Beyond the Fluffy World
Tour: Go Big or Go Home” at 8
p.m., Nov. 12. Iglesias’s comedic
appeal to all ages and appearances
in both children and adult media
has earned him a massive following,
especially in El Paso, where he was
awarded the key to the city among
several other awards. Tickets are
available for $40 - $75.

Gabriel ‘Fluffy’ Iglesias
Stand-up sensation Gabriel
“Fluffy” Iglesias returns to El Paso

Christian Nodal
Christian Nodal hits the Don
Haskins Center stage on his
“Botella Tres Botella Tour” with
special guest Guera MX at 9 p.m.,
Dec. 18. Nodal struck a chord with
lovers of traditional and Regional
Mexican music, garnering critical
acclaim for his debut album and
remaining on an upward trajectory
with every release in his career
of only a few years. Tickets start
at $32 and VIP packages start at
$347.
For information on the concert
series or other events at the Don
Haskins Center, visit the UTEP
Ticket Center, available by phone
at 915-747-5234 or email at utc@
utep.edu.
Julian Herrera may be reached at prospector@
utep.edu; @jay_at_utep on Instagram

UTEP Rec Center presents first-ever Late Night at the Rec
BY ALYSON RODRIGUEZ
AND DANNY LOPEZ
The Prospector

On Aug. 20, many UTEP groups
hosted events to welcome UTEP
Miners back on campus. One of
the events includes the first-ever

Late Night at the Rec at the UTEP
Recreation Center. The event
ended at midnight, and was free to
all UTEP students, faculty, staff,
alumni, family, friends, kids and
guests.
There was something for everyone

at this celebration.
Activities included a Mega
Dodgeball tournament, extreme
archery, Smash Bros tournament,
3-on-3 laser tag, dancing,
inflatables, Sumo wrestling, Xtreme
bull riding, intramural sports

tournament and more. There will
be free giveaways and prizes.
Attendees enjoyed free food,
drinks, and music, as well as a water
volleyball tournament. People who
attended had access to the rec
center that evening for an after-

hours workout session.
The student rec center has hosted
several after-hours events over the
summer in order to get students
involved in their school and
see NIGHT on page 6
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Minerpalooza returns to UTEP’s campus Friday
BY ELISHA NUÑEZ
The Prospector

Over a year since the coronavirus
pandemic forced UTEP to
cancel Minerpalooza and a host
of other events meant to bring
students together, businesses
and establishments have begun
reopening to the public.
UTEP has also made a full return,
beginning with the comeback of
the longtime campus tradition,
Minerpalooza at 6 to 11 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 27, in the Glory Road
2 (GR2) parking lot north of Sun
Bowl Stadium. This 31-year-old
school festival is complete with
vendors, games and performances
from hip-hop stars Coolio, Ying
NIGHT from page 5

interact with their fellow peers.
Some of the events included
clubbing at the SRC, glow climb,
the Titan Games, pool Olympics,
super yoga, spring fest, hiking trips
in the Franklin Mountains and
Paradise at the Rec.
It also showed movies such as
“Teen Beach Movie” on University
Field and has hosted an outdoor
cycling course in the evening.
Some upcoming events include
soccer intramurals occurring Sept.
7 through 22 and soccer pong
intramurals happening Sept. 13
through 21.

Yang Twins, and Petey Pablo. There
will also be an unprecedented
Battle of the Bands act. This twist
on the festival signals a fresh and
energetic welcome to students who
haven’t been able to attend their
campus for the past year and for
incoming freshmen who have yet to
experience the college lifestyle.
In addition to the headlining
performances, the university’s
athletic teams, UTEP’s marching
band, Paydirt Pete, the university
spirit teams, coaches and UTEP
President Heather Wilson will
all be making an appearance to
boost Miner pride and drum
up excitement for the coming
football season. Festival booths and
activities hosted by the university’s

registered student organizations
will also be present, contributing to
fundraising for campus initiatives.
The celebration will also feature
Pete’s Playground for children
along with a beer and wine garden
for guests 21 and over.
Students may be excited to see the
return of this campus custom to
welcome them back to school after
having to stay home for a year.
One of those students is Claudia
Gil, 19, chemical engineering
major at UTEP. Gil said she is
excited about the new Battle of the
Bands performance at this year’s
Minerpalooza,
“You get to see a lot of the talent
that El Paso has to offer,” Gil said.
“Even though it might not be like,

I guess, what would be considered
bigger artists, it’s totally cool being
able to see the community coming
together and showing off the
talents that they were given.”
For this year’s return of
Minerpalooza, the university
has been focused on promoting
the Battle of the Bands. For this
performance, UTEP gives the
power to the people by allowing
students and others to vote for
which artist they believe should
perform at the festival. By visiting
the Minerpalooza page on the
university’s website then clicking
on the Battle of the Bands banner,
users are allowed to watch the
artists perform and then determine
who is worthy of their vote. The

“I like how there’s so much
different activities. I missed going
to things like that, this will be a
first experience of a university event
like that for many of us,” said Karla
Garcia, a 19-year-old microbiology
major at UTEP. “It sounds like a
great time and students will be safe
and make good memories.”
Before Late Night at the Rec, the
Office of International Programs
(OIP) hosted a barbecue 5-7
p.m. Aug. 20 at University Field,
located behind the UTEP Student
Recreation Center, 3450 Sun
Bowl Drive. The OIP will also
“Guac your World!” 6-8 p.m. at
the Student Rec Center. Mexican

cuisine favorites such as discada,
jicama, frijoles and fruit popsicles
will be served. These events are not
exclusive to international students;
all are welcomed. Attendees must
bring their Miner Gold Card in
order to check in at the event.
“I think it’s really good for them.
They’re barely starting the semester
and getting back in person,” said
Gabriela Acosta, a teacher for
Socorro Independent School
District and mother of a UTEP
student. “It’s good for them to meet
new people. It’s good that they can
make new friends and socialize
with one another. I think it’s very
positive actually.”

These events are all a part of the
Miner Welcome week, beginning
Aug. 19 and ending Sept. 4. More
upcoming events include the Texas
Gold Rush on Aug. 23, Health and
Wellbeing fair on the 25, Roller
skating on the plaza, Minerpalooza
on the 28 and so much more, all
leading up to the first UTEP home
football game.
To sign up for these events or
to see future events go online to
minetracker.utep,edu, and follow
the UTEP rec center on Instagram
@utep_recsports to find out more
information.
Alyson Rodriguez may be reached at aerodriguez20@
miners.utep.edu; @alyson_rod1127 on Twitter.

artists competing for a performance
at Minerpalooza are Coco Butter,
Le Voyage, Rivers Ventura, Tony
Jupiter and Soul Parade, all of
whom are local talent making their
debuts in the Sun City.
“I think it’s great that we are
having Minerpalooza again since
it is giving many students a sense
of normalcy,” said Neftali Reyes,
19, UTEP student majoring in
biological sciences. “The Battle of
the Bands is even better since we
get to see and learn new artists.”
With the Battle of the Bands
making its premiere at this year’s
Minerpalooza promises to be a
warm welcome back to campus.
Elisha Nunez may be reached at prospector@utep.edu

MINER
WELCOME
WEEK
Through Sept. 4
To sign up for events
or see a schedule, visit
minetracker.utep.edu and
follow the UTEP rec center on
Instagram @utep_ressports
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Sports
UTEP sports return to in-person events
BY KATRINA VILLARREAL
The Prospector

After not allowing fans to
attend the games in person due
to COVID-19, UTEP sporting
events will operate at full in-person
capacity beginning this fall.
The UTEP sports season kicks
off Aug. 10 with the UTEP Soccer
team facing off against Colorado
College on the road. The UTEP
Soccer season begins Aug. 19
against Big 12 affiliate Texas Tech
Red Raiders at Lubbock. UTEP
Soccer will also face off against
SEC affiliate Texas A&M on Sept.
5 at College Station and rivals New
Mexico State University Aggies at
home on Sept. 9. The Miners have
a total of four home games and
eleven road games.
“We are excited to get started this
season,” Women’s Soccer Coach
Kathryn Balogun said. “Our nonconference schedule has some really
difficult opponents that we think
will prepare us well for C-USA.”
After winning their first
Conference USA tournament since
2008, the UTEP Volleyball team
kicks off its regular season on the
road against Idaho State at 7:30
p.m., Aug. 28. The Miners will also
face off against PAC-12 affiliate
Arizona at 10 a.m. Sept. 3. The
Miners meet rival New Mexico
State University Aggies at 1 p.m.,
Sept. 5. The volleyball team will
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Gavin Hardison throws the ball down the field during practice Aug. 16.

have a total of 10 home games,
10 road games and seven neutral
games.
“I’m extremely excited to get our
fans back into Memorial Gym to
see this team play,” Head Coach
Ben Wallis said. “In two years, our
program has shown significant
progress and we’re very ready to
get our El Paso fans back into the
stands and have them get loud.”
The UTEP Football season kicks
off Aug. 28 against rival New
Mexico State University Aggies

FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m. Aug. 28, New Mexico State
University, Away
7 p.m. Sept. 4, Bethune-Cookman
University, Home
7:30 p.m. Sept. 10, Boise State
University, Boise, Idaho, Away
7 p.m. Sept. 26, The University of
New Mexico, Home
7 p.m. Oct. 2, Old Dominion, Home
5 p.m. Oct. 9, Southern Miss, Away

7 p.m. Oct. 16, LA Tech, Home
4 p.m. Oct. 30, Florida Atlantic
University, Boca Raton, Away
2 p.m. Nov. 6 The University of Texas
at San Antonio, Home
2 p.m. Nov. 13 University of North
Texas Denton, Texas, Away
2 p.m. Nov.20 Rice, Home
TBA, Nov. 27, The University of
Alabama at Birmingham, Away

in Las Cruces with the “Battle of
I-10.” Miners meet Mountain West
affiliate Bosie State University on
the road at 7:30 p.m., Sept. 10 and
will be showing on FS1. The Miners
have a total of six home games and
six road games.
“We are excited that all of our
fans will be able to either travel to
watch the Miners or tune in on
FS1 and the ESPN Networks to
support our football program,”
Head Football Coach Dana Dimel
said. “It’s always nice to get more

eyes on your football team because
it helps grow multiple areas of the
program, especially when it comes
to recruiting.”
The UTEP Women’s Basketball
team kicks off their season with a
home game against the University
of Alabama at Birmingham Dec.
30. The Miners have two bye weeks,
Feb. 5 and Feb. 24. The date of the
Conference USA tournament has
not been announced yet, but is
looking to be held in Frisco, Texas.
The Miners have nine home games

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Nov. 9, W. New Mexico, Home
Nov. 13, New Mexico State University,
Away
Nov. 16, Northern New Mexico
College, Home
Nov. 19, Pacific Stockton, Away
Nov. 22, UC Riverside, Home
Nov. 24, Florida A&M, Home

Dec. 3, New Mexico State University,
Home
Dec. 7, Kansas Univ., Away
Dec. 12, University of NM, Away
Dec. 16, McNeese State, Home
Dec. 21, NC Central, Home
Dec. 22, Sam Houston, Home
Dec. 30, UAB, Away

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
WOMEN’S SOCCER
7 p.m., Aug. 10, Colorado College,
Away
6 p.m., Aug. 19, Texas Tech, Away
1 p.m. Aug. 22, Abilene Christian
University, Home
7:30 p.m. Aug. 26, Nevada, Away
2 p.m. Aug. 29, UC Davis, Away
4 p.m. Sept. 3, UIW, Away
2 p.m. Sept. 5, Texas A&M, Away
7 p.m. Sept. 9, New Mexico State
University, Home

7 p.m. Sept. 16, Rice, Home
12 p.m. Sept. 19, North Texas, Away
7 p.m. Sept. 24, UTSA, Home
6 p.m. Oct. 1, LA Tech, Away
7 p.m. Oct. 9, FAU, Home
6 p.m. Oct. 15, MT, Away
12 p.m. Oct. 17, WKU, Away
7 p.m. Oct. 22, Southern Miss, Home
6 p.m. Oct. 28, UAB, Away
TBA Nov. 3-7, 2021, C-USA
Championships, Away

1 p.m. Nov. 7, St Mary’s, Home
7 p.m. Nov. 11, UIW, Home
1 p.m. Nov. 13, University of North
Dakota, Home
7 p.m. Nov. 17, New Mexico State
University, Home
7 p.m. Nov. 20, Northern Arizona
University, Home
5 p.m. Nov. 26, Seattle Univ., Away
5 p.m. Nov. 27, Kansas University,

Away
TBA, Dec. 1 New Mexico State
University, Away
1 p.m. Dec. 4, Utah State, Home
TBA Dec. 13, Texas State, Away
TBA Dec. 19, University of New Mexico,
Away
11 a.m. Dec. 21, Air Force, Home
TBA Dec. 30, UAB, Home

WE’RE HIRING

CROSS COUNTRY
Sep. 4 at UNM, TBD
Sep. 18 at NMSU, TBD
Oct. 2, Univ. of Louisville, TBD
Oct. 16 NCAA Pre-Nationals, TBD
Oct. 30 Conference USA

Championships, TBD
Nov. 12, Mountain Regionals, TBD
Nov. 20 NCAA National
Championships, TBD

The Prospector is hiring. Open positions include:
• Entertainment Editor
• Sports Editor
• Account Executives
• Advertising Coordinator
• Administrative Secretary
Apply at www.utep.edu/student-affairs/student-publications

and nine road games.
“We are so excited for the season
ahead. Conference USA has
put together a very competitive
conference schedule once again,”
fifth-year UTEP Head Coach
Kevin Baker said. “Come out and
support your Miners. The season
will be filled with on-the-edge-ofyour-seat nail biters!”
The UTEP Men’s Basketball team
kicks off their season with an away
game Dec. 30 against University
of Alabama at Birmingham. The
Men’s team also has two bye weeks,
one Feb. 10, and the other Feb. 24.
After playing Bonus play a few years
ago and back-to-back games last
season, this season will feature six
home-to-home series. The Miners
have nine home games and nine
road games.
“Conference USA is a tough and
competitive league. This league
has tremendous players and great
coaches,” first-year UTEP Head
Coach Joe Golding said. “We
have the upmost respect for every
program is this league. We look
forward to having our fans back in
the Haskins Center and making it
the toughest place to play in the
league.”
Season tickets for the upcoming
soccer, volleyball, football, women’s
basketball, and men’s basketball are
now all on sale.
Katrina Villarreal may be reached at prospector@
utep.edu

VOLLEYBALL
Noon Aug. 21, Grand Canyon, Home
4 p.m. Aug. 27, UC Irvine, Away
2 p.m. Aug 28, Seattle, Away
7:30 p.m. Aug. 28, Idaho State,
Away
10 a.m. Sept. 3, Arizona, Away
7 p.m. Sept. 3, Northwestern,
Home
1 p.m. Sept. 5, NMSU, Home
9:30 a.m. Sept. 10, GCU, Away
2:30 p.m. Sept. 10, Portland, Away
Noon Sept. 11, Portland, Away
10:30 a.m. Sept. 17, Texas State,
Away
6:30 p.m. Sept. 17, TAMUCC, Away
Noon Sept. 18, Tarleton State, Away
5 p.m. Sept. 23, UTRGV, Away
Noon Oct. 1, Rice, Away
Noon Oct. 2, Rice, Away
Noon Oct. 8, LA Tech, Home
11 a.m. Oct. 8, LA Tech, Home
4 p.m. Oct. 15, Southern Miss,
Away
10 a.m. Oct. 16, Southern Miss,
Away
6 p.m. Oct. 22, UAB, Home
Noon Oct. 23, UAB, Home
1 p.m. Oct. 29, UTSA, Away
Noon Oct. 30, UTSA, Away
6 p.m. Nov. 2, UTRGV, Home
7 p.m. Nov. 6, North Texas, Home
1 p.m. Nov. 7, North Texas, Home
6 p.m. Nov. 10, NM State, Away
TBA Nov. 18, TBA, Away

